A broken heart: right ventricular rupture after blunt cardiac injury.
A 68 year old woman who was a restrained driver was brought to the hospital after sustaining severe motor vehicle accident. She underwent CT of the chest demonstrating pulmonary infiltrates, multiple rib fractures, bilateral hemo- and pneumothoraces. Subsequent review of the images noted contrast extravasating from the apical portion of the right ventricle into the pericardial space, demonstrating a confined rupture of right ventricle. Cardiac rupture is a common complication of a rare event and there are few examples in the imaging literature capturing such event.